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Arch Gallery is pleased to announce the solo exhibition "Residence on Earth:

Treading, Tactility, Wildness" by Chen Mutian, opening on June 27 at its

Shanghai space. The exhibition will revolve around the artist's immersive

experiences during rainforest treks.

Treading

Through repeated rainforest treks, the artist shed everyday social roles,

transforming her journey into a physical and spiritual pilgrimage. Confronting

neglected selves in alien terrain, she internalized nature until self and wilderness

permeated each other. This immersion birthed new creative evolutionðwhere

the rainforestôsuncanny mystique merged with subconscious unease. Her work

now captures fleeting encounters with the primordial, radiating a mystical aura of

entwined nature and being.

Tactil ity

Chen Mutian's textile works embody a haptic rebellion against ocularcentrism.

Where visual regimes enforce sanitized smoothness, her embroidered

rainforestscapesðhumid, fecund, tactileðreassert touch as primordial

knowledge. This artistic praxis echoes post-phenomenological recognition of the

"body schema": touch as our first language of being, from infant cognition to

earthly connection. Through thread and texture, she reclaims what scopic

regimes eraseðthe spiritual truths in friction.

Wildness

Chen Mutian's art confronts nature's raw dualityðits awe-inspiring fecundity

and terrifying decay coexist in serpentine vines and shadowy decomposition.

She captures these tremulous, often-ignored details with unflinching honesty,

revealing nature's divine yet uncanny essence. Her work embodies a profound

truth: true perception embraces both creation and dissolution, achieving that

rare Dillard-esque astonishment before existence's paradox.

Chen Mutian's rainforest immersion magnifies human fragility through visceral

encountersðfear, wonder, curiosity swelling beyond scale. Here, in nature's raw

classroom, she grasps existence's essential paradox: vibrant beauty entwined

with creeping decay, cultivated order with wild chaos, in eternal tension.
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1 
When the Rain Subsides
ᵅ

Fabric, Silk Thread, Felt
ṵᾳ ѡ ↄ
200 Ö180 cm
2025

2
Rainforest Story 2
’ᾥ҆ 2

Fabric, Fishing Net, Braided
Cord, Chain, Bamboo
ṵᾳ ‍
Ḓ

100 Ö80 cm
2024

3
Rainforest Story 1
’ᾥ҆ 1

Fabric, Tassels, Chain, Cotton 
Batting
ṵᾳ ╙ ‍ ₆
100 Ö80 cm
2024

4
Leaves and Roots
ᴹљ⁞

Fabric,  Nylons, Cotton 
Batting
ṵᾳ Ṓ ₆
43 Ö33 cm
2025
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6 
The aging bird  2
Ὴ ￼ ṟ 2

Iron Wire, Fabric Remnants, 
Wax, Silicone, Feathers
ѡ ṵ
ↄ
78 Ö50 Ö60 cm
2025
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5
The aging bird 1
Ὴ ￼ ṟ 1

Iron Wire, Fabric Remnants, 
Wax, Silicone , Feathers
ѡ ṵ
ↄ
45 Ö65 Ö120 cm
2025
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7
Pure Breeze
▐
Fabric, Silk Thread, Wool 
Yarn, Cotton Batting
ṵᾳ ѡ ↄ ₆
150 Ö150 cm
2025

8
Coolth Night 
ᶻ

Fabric, Tassels, Wool Yarn
ṵᾳ ╙ ↄ
150Ö150 cm
2025

10
Just a Rose
Fabric, Silk Thread, Felt
ṵᾳ ѡ ↄ
200 Ö180 cm
2025
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9
Trance
֧
Fabric, Silk Thread, Wool 
Yarn, Cotton Batting
ṵᾳ ₆ ↄ ѡ
30 Ö40 cm
2025


















